D.C. Vouchers and Fairfax School Pork
By Ed Dixon, Campaign for D.C. Public School Budget, jedxn@erols.com
    Congressman Tom Davis has taken the principled stand that vouchers are the right thing for DC public school children. The truth of the matter is he would never propose the same for the schools in Virginia's 11th Congressional District. In fact, on May 23, 2001, Davis voted against an amendment to a bill (H.R.1-reauthorizing ESEA)  that would have provide private school vouchers nationwide including to his districts unhappy public school residents.(http://clerkweb.house.gov/cgi-bin/vote.exe?year=2001&rollnumber=135) 
 

    Davis' Congressional District is made up of large portions of Fairfax and Prince William Counties in Northern Virginia. Fairfax County Public Schools have a reputation as being some of the best in the country. Clearly sign that public schools are not an ideological whim of the past for Davis' constituents. Many would attribute that overall quality to the socio-economic background of the student body, the tax base that the schools exist on and the generous involvement of the PTA's and the rest of the school community.
 

    However, Davis is well aware of the role Congress has in making schools work. In Davis' campaign literature he claims he "authored the legislation that finally closed Lorton Prison and transferred the 2,300 acres to Fairfax County for precious open space, public schools, a water treatment plant, and other community facilities...[and] brought home millions in the last year alone for critical public education programs."(http://www.tomdavis.org/davisdocs/issues/) These millions refer in part to funds budgeted by the executive branch to support school districts around the country.
 

    But, the millions also refer to the unbudgeted appropriations Davis got rolled into major appropriation bills. Since 2000, Fairfax and Prince William County Public Schools have received nearly $3 million dollars in non-budgeted appropriations.
(http://www.cagw.org/site/FrameSet?style=User&url=http://publications.cagw.org/PigBook2002/introduction.htm) These dollars were not requested by the US Department of Education, Department of Agriculture or the Department of Health and Human Services for state agency school aide. This money was added as amendments during Appropriations Subcommittee conferences, in Joint House Conferences or in the hallways of the office buildings known as Capitol Hill.
 

The money is earmarked specifically to the local school systems for a reason. "Tom continues to fight for those issues most important to Northern Virginians, including...seeing to it that federal education funding can be spent as local school districts see fit."  http://tomdavis.house.gov/davis_contents/about/. Being a former Fairfax County Executive, Davis knows the pressure a few million dollars can produce during a local budget debate. And Fairfax County doesn't want to give up its quality public schools.
 

DC did well in education pork in 2003. The education lobby in DC grabbed more than $31.5 million dollars in non-budgeted appropriations(http://www.cagw.org/site/PageServer?pagename=reports_pigbook2003), none of it earmarked directly to DCPS as was the case in Davis' district. Most of this was added by the Appropriations Subcommittee on the District of Columbia or in the same way Davis got his public school money. None of the project money was directed to DCPS. Rather, the money supported expensive educational studies, private schools, educational initiatives and charter school facility money that was not requested in the budget presented by DCPS, the Education Mayor or the City Council. 
 

The official request by the District of Columbia (http://cfo.dc.gov/budget/2003/pbfp.shtm) to Congress to spend $980 million local tax dollars on the public education system (DCPS, DPL, UDC, SEO DCPCS etc.) was reduced $41 million to $939 million. Federal dollars went up from $188 million to $208 million. (http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.html) Somewhere on the way to the Hill the District of Columbia lost $20 million dollars. Maybe Davis used the money for projects in Virginia. 



Campaign for the DC Public School Budget focuses DC's leaders on the importance of the public allocation of money to public education. To be added or removed from this mailing, please reply to the Campaign. Questions and concerns can be addressed to Ed Dixon.
